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and although not an elegant way of expressing the 
situation we must confess that we feel it to be 


A report of a meeting of one of the Metropolitan | *¢: 
Borough Covncils discloses the fact that the London| . We fully commend our correspondent’s suggestion 
County Council has sent to each of the Local Coun- that the Veterinary Medical Societies take up the 
cils a letter asking their* co-operation in closing the | 8t!¢vances of the A.V.D. officers in the manner pro- 
public water-troughs of London as a method of pre- | Posed, and proclaim a “ boycott,” and then, having, 
venting glanders. One can only wonder at the | * be says, “tasted blood” set to work on other 
modesty of a body which arrives at conclusions on | ™#tters. 

matters without taking the trouble to con- 
sult veterinary opinion. e Secretary of State fur India has decided to ap- 

There are, ds believe, three veterinary surgeons in ose an increase to the pay of officers of the Koyal ieee 
London who believe the public troughs play an im- the while in 

° ndia, and also the issue of c arge allowances for senior 
portant part in the spread of glanders. They have medical officers of station hospitals there.” 
made that assertion but never disclosed any reasons | _ 
for their belief. If it is a fact that public troughs 
spread glanders there must be some evidence, If it 
is only a superficial guess it is monstrous that the 


Warter-TrouGus anp GLANDERS. 


or Army Docrors. 


REDWATER AND IMMUNITY. 


horses in London streets, just as the hot season is F. T. Harvey, F.R.C.V.S., St. Columb. 
td om, should be deprived of « full supply of That an attack of redwater confers a very high de- 
= gree of immunity on the animal must, I think, be 


The stand-pipe instead of a trough is a first class : ; ; 
method of watering, but half the drivers of horses will generally — 
not use it. We hold that the closing of water | °*POrlence Of an aninal being as 
troughs in June is simply gross cruelty, and like recently come under notice. It was that of a young 
most cruelty is committed for want of knowledge—— | °° which passed red and black water in May, 1901, 
not for brutality and again in May, She was 

I thre are any fac or arguments tending show | tobe, 1900, nd came from non raat 
that public water troughs spread glanders we shou The holding is in a valley, thickly wooded, and every 
new purchase has, sooner or later, exhibited symp- 
toms of redwater. 
. The history of redwater on the farm extends bac 
ane nae TRCN. thirty years or more, but this is the first animal recor- 


For some months past a burning question has been | ded to have had a second attack. 
the treatment of our profession by the War Office,) Numerous and careful observations show that some- 
and our pages have been filled with correspondence | times some care must be taken in order not to over- 
from both civil and military veterinary surgeons on | look ticks on an animal. Recently we thought we 
the subject. One of the grievances is the utterly in- | had come across a cow affected with redwater not 
adequate remuneration given in India, where from | carrying ticks, but several young ones were finally 
the fall in the value of silver the rupee which is | found, as well as a few nodules, probably indicating 


nominally worth 2/- is in reality only 1/4. Never- | the recent presence of ticks. 


theless, in calculating the pay of the veterinary officer | Since we have been — to penta v 
i lue at 2/6, which | have noted with surprise the large amount of irrita- 
| tion which sometimes follows, tick bites. Swellings 


it has not been at fur half acentury. The conse- ; hile j 

quences are that according to his rank he receives as large as ahen’s egg are sometimes seen, Wille In 
from £60 to £100 Jess in India than in England. | others large areas of the skin of the breast and 
Furthermore the amount of his charge ‘is unlimited, thighs are indurated—accompanied with a good deal 


and no extra remuneration is given. The medical | of subcutaneous effusion. 
staff used to be under the Both but from! Having some pastures of our own addicted to red- 


i ’ ily Teiegr smove he ticks possible and destroy 
the from The Daily Teieyraph of | water we remove all t | 
they had them! them. Yesterday we saw two large ticks on a bullock 
‘of ours, but on his being caught to-day they were 


| ind distinct swellings. Cattle 
M.R.C.V.S.” in to-dey’s | gone, but had left behind distinct swellings. Vat 

been accus- | on being driven through a tick district may easily 

tomed to toke all such snubs like “* whipped hounds,” ! up ticks, and these having filled themselves may fa 
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off before the animal show signs of redwater, but the 
little hard lumps remain for some time longer, and 


- when these latter occur in an animal affected with 


redwater, even if no ticks are present at the time, I 
should regard it as strong evidence of tick 1n- 
feetion. 

When redwater occurs on good pasture land we 
have always associated it with bad management of 
the pastures, such as overgrowth of hedge material, 
coarse grass, etc. Such conditions are of course 
favourable to tick life. 

Redwater is a disease which has, in the past, been 
largely in the hands of the cow-leach, the mountebank, 
and the amateur, owing to the fact probably that 
diagnosis is easy. The disease itself is treated, while 
the animal the subject of the disease is ignored, and 
with frequently fatal results. It is to be hoped that 
with increasing knowledge of the cause and nature of 
redwater the disease will be regarded in a different 
light. 

The great error which we think often occurs in the 
treatment of redwater is that the owner sends for a 
drench instead of sending for the professional man to 
come and see the animal. No other disease with 
which I am acquainted, and having such a decidedly 
fatal tendency, is fooled with in the early stages as 
is the case with redwater. Thus, last year a farmer 
left his holding and took his cattle into a redwater 
district. They soon took the disease, or several of 
them did. Somebody’s drench was given time 
after time—with a result of five deaths. It is to 
be hoped that we shall not see Tichkocorpusculincide 
put on the market as being used with great success 
by some eminent Fellow in the treatment of red- 
water; but who knows to what uses we may not 
return in these days of ‘‘ ides,”’ cides,’; ines,”’ and 
phagocyte assisters ? 


INTESTINAL CALCULUS. 


The following case was described to me by a 
salutri of a native cavalry regiment. 

Subject—Chestnut Waler gelding, aged 12. Be- 
came suddenly ill with symptoms which at first 
pointed to colic. 

Treatment for such failed to produce any abate- 
ment of the symptoms, and after two days the horse 
stood quietly in his box ‘* huddled up ”’ with all fours 
under him. 

Repeated examination per rectum revealed noth- 
ing. (n the 8th day after appearance of first symp- 
toms, horse died. 

Post-mortem examination showed extensive peri- 
tonitis, and a large calculus weighing 5lbs. 3oz., 18 
inches in circumference, nearly spherical, and com- 
posed of phosphates of lime, was extracted from the 
big colon. The horse had never been sick or sorry, 
but was somewhat inclined to show temper at times. 

I have the calculus and intend cutting it in half to 
see what the nucleus is composed of. 


G. H. Bapcock (Capt.) 
7th Bengal Lancers. 


(ESOPHAGOTOMY IN THE CAT. 
By Joun R. McCatt, Veterinary College, Glasgow. 


At the present day, when daring feats in canine and 
feline surgery are attracting so much attention in 
the veterinary world, the following two cases illus- 
trating the accommodatiny power of the cat may be of 
interest. 

Case I.—On November 8th, 1898, a three months’ 
old black kitten was brought to the College to be 
treated, as he seemed in great pain and was struggling 
and retching violently. Upon examining him I de- 
tected a sharp projection in front of the breast, just 
at the arch formed by the first two ribs; the projec- 
tion could be distinctly seen and felt through the 
skin. 

I cut down and liberated a pin point, and with the 
aid of forceps and considerable traction removed a 
lady’s hat pin 74 inches long, the progress of this body 
was suddenly arrested, and the orifice had to be cun- 
siderably enlarged before the round black glass head 
of the pin could be withdrawn. The owner of the 
cat who was standing by was rendered nearly speech- 
less, and [ must confess I was rather surprised, as 
upon laying the pin alongside of the kitten’s body it 
reached exactly from the point of the shoulders to 
the middle of the sacrum. The kitten seemed much 
relieved, although I had visions of stricture of the 
cesophagus and other incidental complications, and 
did not give a very hopeful prognosis. For seven 
days the kitten was kept at the College and his diet 
restricted entirely to liquids ; he was then taken home, 
and in a fortnight I had a note from the owner in- 
forming me that he was doiny well and bad that day 
killed aad eaten a mouse. 

Case II1.—March, 1901. A lady who lived a few 
doors from the College called in an excited state and 
informed me that her grey cat, six months old, had 
swallowed one of her hat pins before her eyes, and 
would I come and see it without delay. On arrival 
I found the cat apparently in the best of health and 
spirits, in fact when lifted on the table he jumped 
down and ran below the sofa. I examined him care- 
fully and could detect a sharp point between the first 
two ribs at the entrance to the chest. The cat was 
removed to the College and, after fixing him on the 
operating table in presence of a number of the stu- 
dents; | operated and removed the hat pin in the same 
manner as in case I., but with more careful antisep- 
tic precautions. Acute extensive iaflammatory 
swelling in the neighbourhood of the operative wound 
resulted, but with treatment it gradually subsided, and 
the cat was discharged in 10 days quite recovered and 
is still to the fore. 

In the two cases the cats had evidently swallowed 
the pins head first, and the round bead must imme- 
diately have passed through the pyloric orifice into 
the intestine. 

I have not the measurements of the hat pin re- 
moved in case IT. as I lately handed it to Professor 
Hobday who was desirous of having it photographed, 
but it had the same appearance, and was probably the 
same length as the one taken from the three months’ 
old kitten. 
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AORTIC WORMS. 


Some time since, while holding a post-mortem ex- 
amination on a young buffalo which had died under 
somewhat suspicious circumstances, I met with the 
parasite descrived below. I can find no description 
of it in any work which | possess, the nearest being 
Neumann’s article on “ Spiroptera Sanaguinolenta,” 

646. 

, As I was anxious to know if the condition was 
common or the reverse, | had all the carcases of 
buffaloes killed in the slaughter-house examined, and 
find these parasites are exceedingly common, being 
present in three out of every five slaughtered. The 
buffaloes show during life no symptom by which I 
can detect the presence of the worms, and they ap- 
parently cause the host no great inconvenience. | 
have examined the blood microscopically forembryos, 
but with negative results. 

I have made several enquiries as to where these 
buffaloes are born and reared, but can only find that 
they are bought in open market at Penang by the 
butcher here. So far 1 have not had an opportunity 
to examine any of our local bred animals, but shall 
do so on the first occasion possible. 

The water buffalo is a ruminant, averaging live 
weight 600 to 800 lbs. He passes most of his time, 
when not at work or feeding, in shallow muddy 
pools called buffalo wallows. His skin, usually 
covered with mud as a protection against the bites of 
flies, which in this part of the world are numerous 
and very large, when clean a dull black, or in some 
animals a dirty pink, is sparsely covered with long 
bristles, and harbours a varying number of lice. 
(Heematopinus). 

These parasites | have only found in the thoracic 
aorta, usually the posterior portion. In two cases 
they were found in the short anterior aorta. They 
are attached to tumours on the dorsal surface of the 
interior of the vessel, which are usually close to the 
Openings of intercostal arteries. The number of 
worms vary, but is usually three to six; in one case I 
found twelve, the lumen of the vessel being all but 
blocked up. The aorta is very much thickened, the 
internal surface wrinkled and pitted in appearance 
as far down as the worms and tumours are found. 

How long these tumours and worms take to attain 
their full size I am not in a position to state at 
present, but they are met with in all stages of 
growth. The tumours, after the death of the worm, 
are apparently destroyed, the place they occupied” 
being marked by an irregularly circular corrugated 
patch on the tunica intima, and as in some Cases 
long thick bands of fibrin are attached to these, 
patches, and to the vessel wall, it is conceivable that | 
when death takes place the parasite becomes covered | 
with fibrin, and converted into a white clot resemb- 
ling an old thrombus, which afterwards disappears. 

The tumours, which vary in height from 10-15 
mm., are circular at the base and rounded at the 
apex, firmly attached to the vessel wall, covered with 
a glistening coat resembling the tunica intima, and 
which posteriorly forms a sheath for the worm for 
about four or five mm. are composed of a granular | 


material mixed with calcareous particles, and con- | 


tain a number of free embryos usually one male, but 
occasionally two or three, and the head of the female, 
which is found surrounded by a small drop of a gela- 
tinous blood-coloured material in the anterior portion 
of the tumour. The female worms are not difficult 
to trace through the tumour when dissected from pos- 
teriorly and followed up just inside the tumour the 
worm makes a 8 shaped turn, and from the anterior 
part of the S$ becomes much thinner and terminates 
in the head. 

Female worm, length 8-80 em., 2-3 mm. thick, 
body white, mouth round and nude, vulvar opening 
2-3 mm. behind mouth, anus at posterior part of 
body. About 2} cm. from head there is a S shaped 
curve ; uterus convoluted, containing ova and develop- 
ing embryos; viviparous, young embryos, being 
found free in body of tumours; intestinal canal 
coloured brown by contents, seen throughout length 
of worm. 

Male worm, length 5 cm., 1 mm. thick, body 
white, head and tail tapering; mouth round and 
nude, anus posterior end of body, well developed 
retractile penis about 1 mm. from tail, which is 
curved. 

This is as far as | have been able to study this 
parasite at present, but I hope to be able to continue, 
and will send you further communications and photo- 
graphs illustrating this, to me, unique condition as 
soon as | can do so. 

I am carrying out these investigations at the Insti- 
tute for Medical Research in Knala Lumpur, which 
is under the able directorship of Dr. Hamilton 
Wright, to whom all students of tropical diseases 
certainly owe much for establishing so complete a 
laboratory for original research in the Far Kast. 

T. A. Forp, M.R.C.V.S. 
Government Veterinary Surgeon. 
Selangor. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 
With reference to the presidential address of Mr. 
T. Chambers at the meeting of the Midland Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association on May 13th, and 
your correspondent Practitioner's ’’ suggestion in 
The Veterinary Iecord of June 7th, that the condition 
of the A.V.D. should be taken up by the National 
Veterinary Medical Association, aresolution passed that 


the members will! do their best to persuade young men 
not to enter the Department, and to forward a copy 


of this resolution to the Secretary of State for War, 
permit me to advise that a like resolution should be 
passed by every veterinary medical society in the 
United Kingdom and forwarded to the Secretary of 
State for War in the same manner, as well as to the 
local Member of Parliament, who should be required 
to give the matter his attention under pain of Joss of 
votes at the next election. As much publicity as 
possible should be given to the matter in the lay 
ress. 

The veterinary profession in both civil and militar, 
branches has been ignored up to the present by all 
Governments, both Liberal and Conservative, and 
the appointment of an Artillery Culonel who has 


a. 


~ 


>>. 


= 
ane. 


768 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Fune 14, 1902 


been a failure at his own work, appears to be ‘ the 
last straw that breaks the camel’s back’’ and nothing 
more than a downright insult. 

Our treatment by the Board of Agriculture has 
been but little better, but we have taken it all like a 
lot of ‘‘ whipped hounds,” afraid of the kennelman. 
There is reason to believe that the Secretary of State 
for War has confessed that he is in our hands, and 
now is the time to strike a determined blow in favour 
of the Army Veterinary Department with every pros- 
pect of victory. 

The profession is like a tiger cub that does not 
know its own strength and cowers at the sight of 
the whip. Let it make a vigorous stand in favour 
of the A.V.D., in which it is bound to be successful, 
and, like the young animal that has once tasted blood, 
it will become aware of its power, and then with con- 
fidence in itself it can proceed to rectify its grievance 
with the Board of Agriculture and other public 
bodies from whom justice cannot be obtained. 

It may be worth while remembering that both 
Members of Parliament and Ministers are the ser- 
vants not the masters of the public, placed there by 
their votes, and the latter paid out of their pockets, 
M.R.C.V.S. 


NEPHRITIS. 


Bay Waler gelding, aged 20, 15-2. Brought in 10 
a.m. Had difficulty in work on previous day. Pulse 
imperceptible, temp. 108°2, breathing l.iboured ; 
knuckling over of near hind fetlock—a symptom the 
writer has frequently found with nephritis. 

Diaynosis.—Nephritis. 

Prognosis.—Unfavourable. 

Treatment.—Diffasible stimulants, 
tions. 5 p.m. fell; 6 p.m. died. 

Post-mortem.—Acute inflammation of both kidneys. 

Tue Doctor Sauts. 


hot fomenta- 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


CoLLARGOL. 


Experiments on argentic colloid have demonstra- 
ted the following points in connection with the 
preparation : 

(1) The intensity of its action is in proportion to 
the dose. Large doses may be given without hesita- 
tion, and in many cases the unfavourable results of 
the use of the drug are due to insufficiency of dose. 

(2) The action of Collargol on germs is inhibitory 
rather than sterilising, but the action is prolonged. 

(3) The drug is rapidly eliminated and on that 
account the dose should be frequently repeated. 

(4) The skin is an organ which absorbs the drug 
very satisfactorily. The ointment prepared by Credé 
is absorbed slowly, but the remedial accion is well 
marked and persistent.— Munich Med. Woch. 


Disixrection 


The following means are recommended in the 
recently published police regulations :— 


(a) Boiling water or steam. 

()) Washing with very hot water and 2 per cent. 
soda, or wood ashes 3-4 per cent. 

(c) Lime in powder or wash, 1-4 of water. 

(d) Chloride of lime 1-20 solution. 

(ec) Phenic acid 5 per cent. in 2 per cent. solution of 
soap, or mixture of 5 per cent. phenic and 5 per 
cent. sulphurous acid. 

(f) Solution of corrosive sublimate 3 per cent. and 
7 per cent. common salt, or 5 per cent. hydro- 
chloric acid. 

(y) Solution of sulphurous acid 2-3 per cent. 

(i) Fire, especially by blow lamp.—La Clin. Vét. 


Ecuinococcus AcoipEent. 


A cow after a difficult calving developed an emphy- 
sematous swelling on one side of the chest, which 
little by little spread all over the body. There was 
no feverishness, the cow seemed herself, and no 
lesions of the genital organs was apparent. 

On the 3rd day the cow was slaughtered on account 
of the rapidly increasing difficulty of breathing. 
Post-mortem revealed on the surface of the right 
lung, a hand’s breadth from the right margin of the 
lung, a fissure two centimetres long terminating in 
an echinococcus cyst. Another laceration penetrated 
deeply into the lung tissue and communicated with 
the smaller bronchial tubes, thus occasioning the 
pleural and subcutaneous emphysema. It is supposed 
that the excessive muscular contraction occurring at 
parturition occasioned the accident by rupturing the 
cysts.—Riforma Vét. 


Bacittus 


Marx has cultivated the bacillus of glanders for 
three and four weeks upon potato and carrot, and 
observed a true ramification, so that he considers the 
organism to be allied to a streptothrix or acti- 
nomycete. 

The organism grows freely upon carrot or yolk 
of egg, but badly upon white of egg. Probably it 
does not form spores, although if the cultivation is 
heated to 55 C. for 10 minutes or 62 C. for one 
minute there appear in the dead culture small 
lacunz which may possibly be spores.—Riforma Vét. 


The Italian Ministry have decided that among 
other duties the V.U.H. shall supervise all animal 
sanitation, all meat or animal products imported or 
exported, and prohibit the introduction of animals 
affected, or suspected to be so, with a contagious 
disease. Prohibit the use of meat or products derived 
from such. Administer the laws regulating the treat- 
ment and removal of such. Also direct preventive 
measures for limiting the communication of suca 
diseases to man. And in the case of glanders, slaughter 
and pay compensation half the value of the animal. 
The Minister of the Interior has appointed two 
Consulting Veterinary Surgeons to assist him in case 
of reference on technical points.—La Clin. Vét. 


F. E. P. 
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VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


NORTH OF ENGLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A quarterly meeting was held at the Douglas Hote} 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, on Friday, May 23rd. The Presi. 
dent, Mr. J. Gofton, of North Shields, occupied the 
chair. The following members were present: Messrs. 
J. Davidson, W. Hunter, and H.S. Elphick, Neweastle- 
on-Tyne ;G. R. Dudgeon and G. M. Mitchell, Sunder- 
land ; G. Craik, Alnwick ; N. Irvin, North Shields ; A. 
Chivas, Corbridge ; W. C. Croudace, Haltwhistle 
Isherwood, Blyth ;'T. Kilburn, Warkworth : E. R. Gib- 
son, Seaham Harbour, hon. secretary. Visitors : Messrs. 
R. Bryden, Newcastle ; F. Pickering, Hexham. 

A letter was received from Prof, Dewar regretting his 
inability to attend. 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the 
previous meeting be taken as read. 

A letter from the Sanitary Institute which had been 
held over from last meeting was read. After some dis- 
cussion it was proposed by Mr. Dudgeon, and seconded 
by Mr. Hunter, that the Hon. Secretary be deputed to 
represent the Association at the forthcoming Congress 
of the Sanitary Institute to be held in Manchester. 

Mr. W. Lawson, M.R.C.V.S., of Rothbury, was elected 
a member of the Association. 

The SECRETARY gave notice a1 to the revision and re- 
rinting of the rules of the Association. The matter was 
eft to a committee consisting of the President, vice pre- 

sidents, and secretary. 

Mr. G. R. DupGEON proposed, and Mr. Mitchell se- 
conded, that a vote of condolence be sent to Mrs. Thomp- 
son, of Sunderland, widow of the late Mr. T. Thompson, 
M.R.C.V.S., of that town. 

Mr. Thompson, who took his diploma in 1840, belonged 
to the older generation of veterinary surgeons in the 
North of England, and on the formation of this Associa- 
tion was one of the first vice-presidents. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 


The PRESIDENT brought before the meeting the ques- | 


tion of Parliamentary representation for the veterinary 
profession, and in doing so expressed the opinion that 
unless something is done in that direction there is no 
hope of the profession attaining its true position in the 
eyes of the public, and of the Government. 

It was proposed by Mr. Davidson, and seconded by Mr. 
Craik, that the Secretary be asked to communicate with 
other societies on the matter. 


SPECIMEN, 


Mr. J. P. IsHerwoop showed the heart and portions 
of lung, kidney, bowel, and skin of a Bedlington terrier 
puppy; aged 19 weeks, showing heemorrhagic infarction 
ollowing on acute distemper. : 

This dog was twice inoculated—March 19th and April 
9th -with Dr. Phisalix’s anti-distemper lympb, was 
brought in contact on May 10th with two other dogs 
affected with distemper, became unwell on May 2Ist and 
died May 23rd. 


SOME DISEASES OF THE FOOT OF THE 
HORSE RESULTING FROM INJURY. 
By Joun Davipsoy, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—Disease of the foot 
of the horse is a subject the importance of which it is 1m- 
possible for us as veterinary surgeons to over-estimate. 

It isa subject upon which we can all speak with more 
or less freedom, seeing that most of us are frequently 


called upon to treat foot cases, and I fear often much 
perplexed in our endeavours to bring about a speedy and 
satisfactory cure. 

It is not my intention to attempt to deal with all 
diseases of the foot, nor is it my intention to enter ex- 
haustively into the conditions with which | will attempt 
to deal ; my idea is rather just to make a few observa- 
tions and remarks with the object of evoking a profitable 
discussion, Such | sincerely hope will result, when 
I will be amp!y repaid for the time and trouble expended 
In preparing these few notes. 

I propese to contine myself to those diseases of the foot 
caused by or resulting from injury, and as those diseases 
are too numerous for a paper such as this | purpose 
selecting the following three conditions : (1) Pricks, 
stabs, cuts, ete. ;(2) Treads on coronet ; (3) ()uittor. 


Pricks, STaBs, AND Cuts. 


These injuries may be, and are inflicted in a variety of 

ways, such as nails wrongly driven in the operation of 
shoeing and penetrating into the sensitive parts of the 
foot. Pricks received from pitch forks and similar in- 
struments, either accidentally or maliciously inflicted. 
Nails and other sharp pointed objects picked up by the 
animal on roads or streets, or pieces of sharp stone, glass 
or other sharp objects. 
_ These cases are of very common occurrence, especially 
In towns, and require both skill and cave in diagnosis and 
treatment. Weare often called to see such cases at a 
great disadvantage, seeing that in many instances the 
owner or attendant does not know of the injury. All we 
are told is that the animal is lame, the cause of which 
we have to find out for ourselves, or we may not be called 
in until the case has become serious either from neglect 
or improper treatment by some unqualified person. 

When called to a Jame horse | hope we all practise the 
“eo olden rule” of removing the shoe and thoroughly 
searching the foot. This searching requires the greatest 
possible care, and should never be done hurriedly. An 
examination made by artificial light should not be de 
pended upon except in cases situated in mines where no 
other light is available. It is quite unnecessary to enter 
into the way of searching a foot further than to hold out 
a few danger signals to the unwary. 

1. Unless we have a thoroughly skilful and capable 
farrier we ought to do ail the minute searching our- 


selves, 

2 We should not be misled by the animal refusing to 
flinch to pressure applied by pincers, or to blows inflicted 
by the hammer, especially if the sole is at all thick. 

3. We should carefully cut out and bottom every black 
mark (we do jnot here refer to naturally dark coloured 
horn). 

4. We ought always to endeavour to avoid making the 
foot bleed. 

5. We should not give up the search until satisfied 
that there is no injury to the foot. _ 

Taking for granted that we have discovered injury to 
the foot, and probably the existence of pus, our first aim 
must be to relieve suffering and restore the animal to a 
state of usefulness as soon as possible. 

All the surrounding horn must be carefully thinned 
until it gives to slight pressure, taking care not to cause 
bleeding. This thinning of horn relieves pressure on the 
injured and inflamed parts and permits of more room for 
the inevitable swelling of sensitive structures by giving 
to pressure from within, of swollen parts thereby reliev- 
ing pain and minimising the risk of necrosis. We would 
here warn against a very common practice of digging a 
hole, soto speak, at the seat of injury. 

Having thinned all the surrounding horn, and having 
iven free exit to confined pus, we next wash and cleanse 
with clean hot water in which has been dissolved 
the wound must be next swabbed ont with 


g 
the part wit 
an antiseptic, 


~ 


= 
> 
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_ chloride of zine or pot. permang., after which, if the case 
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an antiseptic lotion, or what is much better the parts 
thoroughly sprayed with an antiseptic solution such as 


is not very severe, a plain shoe should be applied and the | 
foot dressed with antiseptic dressing and tow retained in | 
position by splints. 

If pain and lameness are excessive, a hot antiseptic 
foot bath in place of final dressing for a few hours is ot 
great service, after which the part may be dressed up as 
above, the foot bath being used each day for a few hours 
if necessary. 

The patient should be placed in a loose box, well lit- 
tered, fed oa light cooling food. A small dose of laxa- 
tive or even cathartic medicine is often of great benefit. 
Slings may be used if pain is great, and especially if the | 
animal is not inclined to lie. 


occurring in the hind feet and nearly always situated 
about the middle or inner half of the coronet. 

The injury may, and unfortunately often does, involve 
underlying tissues such as the subcoronary connective 
tissue, extensor pedis tendon, os pedis, lateral cartilage, 
or even the pedal joint. 

Treads are most common and generally also most 
severe in heavy town horses, they are mostly seen in the 
winter season, especially during the prevalence of or 
immediately after frosty weather. It is at this season of 
the year that we get our worst cases, because of the fact 
that shoes are generally sharped at such a time, because of 
the invariable introduction of dirt and septic matter into 
the wound, and also from the action of frost and cold on 
the damaged tissues. 

Practically all cases of tread tend to necrosis of the 


If poultices are applied they must be, so far as is possi- | damaged parts, partly from the position and structure 


ble, antiseptic, being made with clean boiling water in 
which has been dissolved an antiseptic. They ought to be 
frequently renew2d and not continued too long ; more- 
over they ought not to be applied directly to the injury, 
an antiseptic dressing intervening between the wound 
and poultice retained in position oy a bandage or strips 
of linen. As already stated poultices if used ought not 
to be continued too long, encouraging as they do the 
formation of weak granulations. These growths are 
sometimes a source of trouble, especially when excessive, 
preventing the free escape of any pus that may be pre- 
sent, adding to the pain, and often misleading us as to 
the condition of subjacent tissues, these growths if at all 
exuberant ought to be at once removed, the best way of 
doing which is by actual cautery. 

In cases where the wound does not tend to heal and 
keeps discharging pus, the spray must be used oftener and 
for longer periods, or the wound may be injected with 
some antiseptic solution. The wound ought to be very 
carefully examined at least every second day to see that 


of the part, partly from the constant introduction of 
septic matter into the wound, and partly from the un- 
yielding nature of the part causing the inflammatory 
swellings to interfere with the circulation, and thus the 
nutrition of the damaged tissues. 

The treatment of treads is in severe cases sometimes 
arather prolonged business. Our first care must be to 
remove all hair, dirt, and other foreign matter introduced 
into the wound either at the time of infliction or subse- 
quent thereto, next remove the hair from the skin sur- 
rounding the injury, carefully remove all loose shreds of 
skin and horn, and thoroughly thin the horn of the wall 
beneath and on each side of the injury. This latter re- 
lieves pressure on the swollen sensitive parts thereby 
diminishing pain and assisting nutrition in the in- 
jured structures. 

The great thing now to be arrived at is to establish and 
maintain a state of asepsis. Todo this we thoroughly 
wash the whole of the foot (after having removed both 
shoes) then the injury with warm water in which has 


= is not burrowing or collecting, to avoid which all: been dissolved an antiseptic ; irrigation of the wound will 


oose and separated horn should be removed. 

Where injury to subjacent structure such as bones, 
joints, or tendons is suspected, and the treatment already 
laid down, or a modification thereof has failed, the 
animal should be cast and the bottom of the wound care- 
fully examined, if necrotic bone cr tendon exists the 
diseased parts should be removed, of course under strict 
asepsis. 

In cases where we can be 3ure of injury to a joint, the 
patient unless very valuable or a breeding animal, ought 
to be destroyed. If treatment is decided upon it must 
be strictly antiseptic, the spray ought to be freely used, 
immediately after which the wound should be dressed up 


with antiseptic astringent dressings, taking care to ex. 
clude all air. 

Continual application of cold water to the foot for | 
hours at a stretch by means of a hose pipe, and the appli- 
cation of blisters to the coronet are both usetul accessories 
in the treatment of such cases. 

When the wound heals and lameness remains the 
patient should be turned out to grass as soon as possible, 
exercise being very essential in assisting to disperse the 
resulting lameness; repeated blisters applied to the 
coronet, oreven firing and blistering also assist mater- 
ially in removing persistent lameness. 

Frog setons are sometimes inserted and may be expec- 
tel to produce good results. 

In treating all severe cases of disease of the f>ot, such 
as already noticed and such as will follow, a careful 
look out must be kept for symptoms of constitutional 
ee ;if such should arise, they must be vigorously 
treated. 


TREAD ON THE CORONET, 


As the term denotes, is generally produced with the 
heel or calkin of the shoe (generally the inside calkin) of 
one foot on the coronet of the opposite foot, most often 


help to dislodge and remove any dirt not previously 
removed. 

The footand injury ought now to be immersed ina 
hot antiseptic foot bath and kept there as long as possi- 
ble. After removing and drying the wound, it should be 
thoroughly sprayed with an antiseptic, the surrounding 
skin sharing in this spraying. The wound should then 
be dressed and bandaged, being careful not to apply 
much pressure with the bandage. We ought to treat the 
wound in a similar manner next day and if possible each 
succeeding day, at any rate every second day. 

After the necrotic parts have separated the wound 
must be treated in a similar manner except that the foot 
bath may be dispensed with, and a powder dressing may 
be used after the spray. 

The patient of course should be placed in a loose box, 


' fed on light cooling food, the action of the natural excre- 


tory organs of the body should be stimulated vy the 
judicious administration of laxatives, diuretics and simi- 
lar reagents. 

The wounds resulting from tread are often a long time 
in healing ; it is not in all cases necessary to keep the 
animal idle until the healing process is complete. Pro- 
vided the animal is sound, or nearly so, light work is 
often beneficia! in so far as it keeps the horse from becom- 
ing idle in the stable and also may assist the final heal- 
ing of the wound. Getting the animal to work as early 
as possible also acts as a salve to our sometimes cantan- 
kerous clients ; of course the wound must be kept clean 
and dry, the dressings kept up and the part protected by 
a boot when the animal is at work. ; 

Horny growths sometimes form at the seat of injury ; 
these should be kept well pared down and as soft and 
pliable as possible. 

Sandcrack is another result, but seldom if ever resists 
treatment. 

(Juittor is a common and one of the worst sequels. 
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()UITTOR, 


Is a fistulous wound of the coronet and surr 
tissues, associated with necrosis of connective tis 
cartilage or ligament. 

The primary cause of quittor may commence in the 
foot by pus burrowing its way upward and out at the 
coronet, or It may commence at the coronet resulting 
from tread, overreach, cuts etc. on the coronet. 

Practically all cases of quittor, at any rate all bad 


ounding 
sue, bone 


cases, are associated with necrosis, which accounts for the | 


difficulty often experienced in bringing about a cure. 

This condition is not necessarily accompanied by a 
great amount of lameness ; horses may often continue at 
work, especially on soft ground, while suffering from 
quittor. On the contrary, cases are frequently met with 
where pain and lameness are excessive, the animal spend- 
ing most of his time in the recumbent position, refusing 
to feed reasonably and consequently rapidly losing flesh. 
Upon the nature of the symptoms must our mode of 
treatment be based. 

There are many methods of treatment adopted, all 
methods having ardent supporters. Poulticing, plugging, 
caustic injections, seton, and actual cautery have all been 
employed with varying results. We are quite prepared 
to admit that lots of cases are cured with some or all of 
those methods, but at the same time we are of opinioa 
that there is only one satisfactory method of treatment, 
which is the removal of the necrotic tissue, whatever it 
may be, by operation. We do not mean to say that all cases 
of quittor ought to be indiscriminately operated on, on 
the contrary we generally give all recent cases a short trial 
with injections, using generally cbloride of zinc 5 per 
cent. to 10 per cent. Caustic injection we think ought 
to be avoided. 

On being called to a case of quittor we ought to satisfy 
ourselves as to its origin; for this purpose the shoe should 
be removed and the foot searched. If the mischief has 
originated in the foot we must endeavour to establish an 
opening at the site of the original injury ; if no opening 
is already in existence then we must next rasp and gener- 
ally thin all horn beneath and around the seat of disease, 
have a bar shoe fitted tu the foot, keeping all weight 
off the wall immediately beneath the quittor. 

We ought now tocarefully probe all fistula, with the 
object of gaining an accurate knowledge of their depth, 
and the direction they take, also noting the presence or 
absence of swelling or other signs of inflammation. — 

If the condition has not been long in existence, if 
there is not much swelling and little pain, and if 


Another method is to make a vertical incision through 
the coronary band about the middle of the diseased part, 
separate the band from the underlying tissues on each 
side of the incision, raise and keep apart the two flaps, 
and remove all diseased tissue thereby exposed. The 
wound is closed and the two edges of the wound are kept 
in apposition by strong pin sutures. 

‘ The method we adopt is as follows: Make a vertical 
incision through the coronary band inward and back- 
wards in front of the fistula. Another similar incision 
is made inwards and forward behind the fistala, meet- 
ing the former as nearly as possible about the bottom of 
the fistula, we thus remove a wedge-shaped piece of 
coronary band, the point of the wedge eh at the 
junction of the two incisions or the bottom of the wound 
thus made. Carefully search for and remove all diseased 
tissue ; if we are careful to see the bottom of all fistula 
we must of necessity get rid of all necrotic tissue. Some 

‘times the pedal bone, especially the wings, share in the 
| diseased process, in which case the bone should be care- 
| fully scraped ; care must be taken not to injure the pedal 
Joint, to prevent which the toe of the foot must be kept 
well extended. When satisfied that all diseased parts have 
been removed, and loose shreds even of healthy tissue, 
we dress up the wound, using an abundance of bandages 
and tow, as we may expect a large amount of hwmor- 
rhage on removal of the tourniquet. 

We always dress the wound daily cn the principle 
already stated, and as soon as possible give the animal 
slow walking exercise on soft ground. It often happens 
that the healing process goes on rapidly except at one 
point, generally the result of a shred of tissue (which 
may have been healthy at the time of operation) having 
been left, this spot should be touched with nitrate of 
silver or iodine each day for a few days. 

The treatment described, if carefully carried out and 
details attended to, will be found a suecess in dealing 
with the majority of cases of quittor. If we may be per- 
mitted to say so without being considered boasful, we 
have yet to see the first case that has resisted the treat- 
ment described. 

I fear I bave already trespassed upon your time, my 
only excuse for which must be a wish to arouse all the 
members present to enter into'thejdiscussion, from *vhich 
I hope we will all more or less derive some benefit. 


An animated discussion followed, niainly on the treat 
ment of quittor. The following members took part : 
Messrs. Gofton, Dudgeon, Hunter, Elphick, Mitchell, 


there are few fistulae, we may give the case a trial 
with one of the milder method of treatment. In 
such cases we go in for the free use of antiseptic 
foot baths and injections. Setons where they can be 
inserted may be of service; a good strong blister, applied 
over and a roundthe seat of disease sometimes produces a | 
desirable effect. 

Our usual treatment, in all bad cases at any rate, Is to- 
Operate, removing all diseased and necrotic tissue. There | 
are several different methods of operating, all having the | 
same object in view. In every case the horse is cast and | 
we think ought to be chloroformed ; the wall beneath the 
quittor ought to be made av thin as possible, this thin- | 
ning must be carried out from th coronet to the ground - 
surface ; the hair surrounding the diseased part 1s re- 
moved, the skin rendered aseptic and a tourniquet ap 
plied to the leg. So far all methods ure alike. | 

An incision (horizontal) may now be made immedi 
ately beneath the coronet at the top of the wall, corres: 
ponding in length with the amount of coronet involved, | 
or the length of: lateral cartilage ; the coronary band 1s_ 
then separated from the underlying tissues, and necrotic: 
tissue sought for and removed. If the lateral cartilage | 
Is diseased we may remove simp 


| 


| 


ly the necrotic portions, 
‘or the whole may be taken away. 


Chivas, and Kilburn. 


Mr. Davipson, in reply, upheld the operation for 
quittor in preference to all other methods of treatment. 
And from an aseptic point of view recommended the foot 
bath in preference to poulticing for all suppurating 


wounds of the foot. _— 
A vote of thanks to Mr. Davidson for his interesting 


paper, proposed by Mr. Mitchell and seconded by Mr. 


Gibson, concluded the meeting. 


THANKS TO ELECTORS. 


Dear Sir, —Will you kindly allow me to use your 
columns to thank the gentlemen who voted for me at 
the last election for their continued support.— Yours 


faithfully, J. Fraser 


Golspie, St. Albans. 
June 10th. 
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; G meeting, to be held at Leicester, on Saturday, July 19th, 


when the National Federation will probably be inaugu- 
rated, since the delegates then in attendance will be 
vested, it is hoped, with voting powers on behalf of their 
respective associations. 


A NEGLECTED CRAFT. 


Subsequently, discussing the Federation scheme and | 
its effect on the shoeing smiths’ trade, with a member of | 


To the Fellows and Members of 
The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


= 


Gentlemen,—To all those who so kindly extended 
to me their support on the occasion of the recent 
Election of Council, I beg respectfully to tender my 


most sincere thanks. The number of friends who 
wrote me has made it a matter of difficulty to reply 
individually in every instance, but I trust that if I 
have in any case failed in this respect my correspon- 
dent will accept this public acknowledgement in lieu 
of a personal letter.—I am, gentlemen, your obedient 
servant, 
Jno. A. W. 
56 New Bond Street, W. 
June 6th, 1902. 


To the Veterinary Profession. 


Gentlemen,—I hasten to sincerely thank all those 
who voted for my election to the Council. I am not 
a little disappointed that my co-workers for “ jus- 
tice’ and “ fair-play’’ are not also elected. How- 
ever, I hope they will be able to join me there next 
year.— Yours faithfully, 

Gro. A. Bannam. 

15 Downing Street, Cambridge. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES 


The Midland Express staff, Mr. J. Blakeway expressed 
a confident opinion that beneficial results would follow 
the movement. 

“The farrier’s craft,” he said, “is one which has been 
very much neglected up to the present. The remunera- 
tion for skilled Jabour is very low, and the shoeing smiths 
are now making a great effort to improve their trade 
and social position, There is, too, an important point 
as to apprentices, a point which [ brought up myself, 
and one which should receive the careful attention of the 
Federation when it is formed 

“One of the chief things,’’ proceeded Mr. Blakeway, 
“to which the Associations should apply themselves con- 
cerns the matter of education. What we desire to pre- 
vent is the opening of forges and the shoeing of horses 
by unskilled men, men whose ignorance of the craft ieads- 
to what is almost cruelty to animals. Such shoeing is 
often nothing short of mutilation. I certainly think the 
movement will have an excellent effect on the shoeing 
craft generally.".—The Midland Express, 


CRUELTY TO A HORSE. 


At Marlborough Street, Clarence Gwynn, of 46, Alten- 
berg Gardens, Lavender Hill, S.W., was summoned be- 
oo Mr. Kennedy for causing cruelty to a horse on May 
26th. 

Mr. Frank Colam, who prosecuted on behalf ot the 


Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 
said that on May 26 the defendant drove the horse in 


FEDERATING FARRIERS. 
question in a trap from Lavender Hill to Camden Town, f 


= 


A BrrMincHam Prosect To IMPROVE THE CRAFT. 


The movement among local farriers for the better- 
ment of their craft, a movement described in The Mid- 
land Express a week or so ago, had a practical outcome 
on Thursday, May 30th. 

The members of the Birmingham and District Master 
Shoeing Smiths’ Association met several delegates from 
other provincial organisations of a similar character, and 
ad ; eld a conference together at the St. Martin’s 

otel. 

Admirable arrangements for the gathering had been 
made by Mr. G. A. Payne, who is Secretary to the Bir- 
mingham Association. 

As the head of the local body, Mr. J. Blakeway, the well 
known veterinary surgeon, took the chair. Prominent 
among the visitors was Mr. W. Pulling, of Leeds, by 
whom the conference was treated to a convincing dis- 
course on the value to the trade as a whole of combining 
in a national federation. 

He particularly emphasised the point of securing a 
uniform rate of shoeing, instancing cases in Yorkshire 
alone where the charges differed widely in a very limited 
area. 

For this and several other equally cogent reasons Mr. 
Pulling advocated the desirability, if not the necessity, 
for adopting American methods and combining in a 
masters's federation. 

Mr. Pulling, who is Secretary of the Yorkshire County 
Shoeing Smiths’s Association, was heard with evidently 
appreciative interest, and after some discussion the dele- 
=— unanimously agreed to take the requisite steps to 

orm a federation on the lines proposed. 

It was next resolved to invite representatives of all 
the leading farriers’ associations in the country to a 


and on the return journey stopped in Shaftesbury 
Avenue, where he left the animal in charge of a boot- 
black from half-past 12 in the afternoon until about a 
quarter to 5 with a bearing rein holding its head tightly 
back the whole of the time. Not only did it suffer pain 
caused by the strain put upon its neck, but it was in the 
sun the whole of the time, which added to the torture. 
The shoeblack, not understanding horses, did nothing to 
alleviate its sufferings, but threw a rug over its back. 
Eventually the attention of the police was called to the 
condition of the animal by William George Preston, em- 
ployed by a firm near the place where it stood. The 
policetommunicated with an inspector of the society, 
who released the bearing rein. The animal then ap- 
peared to be weak, staggered, and seemed to be about to 
fall. A veterinary surgeon saw the horse and pronounced 
it to be suffering from the effects of the bearing rein, and 
from its standing so long in the sun. The defendant 
did not appear upon the scene until after the horse had 
been taken charge of by the police. 

Francis Green, an inspector in the employ of the 
society, said that when he saw the animal its head was 
drawn back very tightly. He had never seen a bearing 
rein sotight. The muscles of the neck were swollen, 
and it could hardly move its head from side to side. 
When the bearing rein was released the animal appeared 
to be giddy and seemed likely to falldown. Afterwards 
he saw the defendant, who said the rein had been left on 
to hold the animal up, as it had fallen down the previvus 
day and had bad knees. 

Mr. William James Arkcoll, veterinary surgeor, 
Queen’s Road, Bayswater, said that he examined the 
horse and found it giddy and in great pain, the muscles 
of its neck being very rigid. Its pulse was 86, whereas 
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the normal pulse of a horse was 48. [ts conditio 

brought about by the tight bearing rein and the nee ‘He 
did not consider the bearing rein at all necessary, and 
wondered in fact that the way in which the animal was 
treated had not caused it to fall down. 

Professor Pritchard, of the Royal College ot Veterinary 
Surgeons, said that it was unnecessary tv put a bearing 
rein on a horse to hold it up. In fact the reverse was 
the case. He had known many cases of “roaring” and 
“whistling” caused by the constant use of the bearing 
rein which otherwise would not have occurred. A horse 
would be more likely to fall wearing a bearing rein than 
without one, the animal requiring the use of its head and 
neck. The pain caused by holding back its head for 
some time would become unbearable. 

In cross-examination by Mr. Jolly, solicitor, who ap- 
peared for the defence, Professor Pritchard said he con- 
sidered it cruel to use the bearing rein at all. 

Mr. Jolly, said the defendant would plead “ Guilty” to 
the offence, but in extenuation he desired to mention 
that the animal was not left so long as had been 
stated. 

Mr. Kennedy: I consider this an excessive and 
abominable use of the bearing rein. Not only was the 
horse standing in the sun with the bearing rein on but 
was driven about with it. The defendant must pay a 
fine - £5 and £3 costs or, in default, go to prison for a 
month. 


ACTION AS TO THE DEATH OF A COW. 


In this action, William Aitken, farmer and cattle 
dzalear, Lewinside, Carnwath, sued James Robb, farmer, 
Woodend, Carnwath, at Lanark Debts Recovery Court 
for £18 14s. 91., being price of a calving cow exposed by 
defender, and purchased by pursuer, at Linark Auction 
Market on October 14th, 1901. Puarsuer averred that he 
made the purchase on the faith that the cow, in the 
terms of the conditions of sale, was sound in the milking 
vessels. Oa October 15th pursuer sold the cow to 
Thomas Archibald, farmer, Plewlands, Edinburgh, on 
the same warranty as that on which he made the purchase. 
‘On 21st October the cow calved at Piewlands, when it 
was discovered that notwithstanding the warranty the 
cow was incapable of giving milk on account of the 
diseased state of the udder, in consequence of which it 
died at Plewlands on Oztober 25th. A lengthy proof was 
held at Lanark Sheriff Court some time ago, when 
pursuer endeav-ured to show that the cow had been 
suffering from the diseased udder prior to the sale at 
Lanark. Sheriff Scott Moncrieff having made avizan- 
‘dum, issued an interlocutor this week, in which he 
held that pursuer had failed to prove bis case. His lord- 
ship’s interlocutor was in the following terms :— 

Lanark, 27th May, 1902.—Having made avizandum, 
finds that upon 14th October, 190!, the defender exposed 
for sale at Lanark Auction a calving cow, which, in terms 
of the conditions of sale, was warranted sound in the 
milk vessels, and that said cow was purchased by the 
‘Tomer forthe sum of £17 sterling, which sum was paid 

yhim. That upon the following day the pursuer re- 
sold the cow as correct tu Thos. Archibald, farmer, Plew- 
lands, Morningside, Edinburgh, and that it was delivered 
tohim upon that date. That upon 21st October the cow 


Ing witnesses, Alexander Dunbar, Principal 
Williams, James Hunter, and Henry Taylor. Allows an 


account of expenses to be lodged, and remits it to the 
auditor to tax and report. 
(Signed) W.G. Scorr Monerterr. 

In a note his lordship says :—Two lines of defence 
were taken up here. It was contended, in the first place, 
that, although this cow was sold under a warranty to 
the pursuer, this warranty did not cover her re-sale to 
the witness, Thomas Archibald. I should not have been 
disposed to sustain this plea. This is an action at the 
instance of a party who admittedly held a warranty, and 
from his evidence and that of Mr. Archibald, it is clear 
that the arrangement between them was for a sale of 
sound dairy cows, unless any special exception was 
made. But the defender further denies that there was 
any breach of warranty, and it lias upon the pursuer to 
prove that the failure of this cow to give milk, which 
has been established, was due to a disease of defective 
condition which was in existence previous to the sale. 
In the case of Wright v. Blackwood, 11 Shaw, 722, it was 
pointed out by the Court that it lay upon the purchaser 
to show positively that disease existed prior to sale. 
The proof relating to the point plunges us into that con- 
flict of evidence which the testimony of skilled witnesses 
almost always exhibits. The cause of the death of this 
cow is really of little importance. ‘That death appears 
tohave been due to septic poisoning following upon a 
gangrene which was evidently quite recent, but there 
may also have been a disease or defective condition of 
the udder and milk vessels of older standing. That 
there was such is tLe opinion of the first veterinary sur- 
geon, Mr. M’Callum, who saw the animal after it exhibi 
ted signs of illness. He says that the cow showed evi- 
dences of an old standing disease, and that even if she 
recovered she would never be of any use for dairy pur- 
poses. In his opinion the udder was shrivelled and bound 
with fibrous tissue, and he explains how an udder in that 
condition would be affected by parturition so as to cause 
the acute symptoms which were present in this case. As 
to the absence of milk, he, however, seems to admit tuat 
suppuration, which was present here, would entirely sus- 
pend the milk-giving function. Mr. M’Callum made no 
microscopic examination of the diseased parts, and he 
admits that the use of the microscope is the most recent 
and more scientific mode, although he retains a preference 
for the naked eye. In answer to a question from the 
Court he states briefly upon what his opinion as to the 
duration of the disease was based :—“ The state of the 
udder, which was fibrous, indurated, and scirrhous, and 
which all pointed to the result of a previous inflamma- 
tory attack which pathologically has altered itscondition.” 
The question of whether there really was induration here 
is of the utmost importance, because, as | take it, indura- 
tion does unquestionably point to an old standing in- 
flammation. Mr. M’Callum’s view of the nature of the 
disease when he expressed it at the post mortem examl- 
nation certainly received at the time some countenance 
from Professor Taylor, a witness for the defender. Lut 
the circumstances under which the examination took 
place must be kept in view, and the tact that further 
investigatiun has apparently convinced the Professor that 
there were no indications of induration. Me. M’Callum’s 
evidence is, however, quite supported by Principal 
Dewar, a gentleman of great experience and eminence. 


calved ; that she gave no milk, and that upon October 

24th she died. Finds that the pursuer has failed to prove | 
that the failure to give milk was due to a disease of the | 
udder and milk vessels which existed prior to the fore- 
said exposure to sale by the defender ; therefore assoilzies 
the defender, and decerns. Finds the pursuer liable to 
the defender in expenses of process, to be taxed accord- 
ing to the higher scale ; and further certifies this as a fit 
ease for additional allowances being made to the follow- 


sut Principal Dewar never saw the cow or any part 
of it, and his opinion is based upon a_ statement of 
the symptoms submitted to him by Mr. MCallum. 
It seems to have been stated to him that, while there 


| was an absence of milk, there was no inflammation (an 


opinion which quite conflicts with that of the defender’s 
veterinary surgeon, Mr. Jarvie), and it was from infor- 
mation to this effect that Principal Dewar seems mainly 
to have come te the conclusion that the disease was not 
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recent. Yet there was pus, and he admit, that that is 
usually due to inflammation, and in an acute case may 
form in four or five days. Mr. M’Callum’s theory is also 
that of Mr. G. A. Thompson, who inspected the carcase. 
On the other hand, there is the evidence of Mr. Jarvie, 
who visited the cow in the interests of the defender, 
shortly before her death. Like Mr. M’Callum his evi- 
dence is based upon what he could feel with the hand 
and see with the unaided eye. Upon feeling the udder 
he could find no evidence of induration, and was of 
opinion that the disease from which the animal was 
suffering was acute mammitis, or ‘“ weed,” which had 
existed for a period of from two or four days. The 
absence of milk he attributed to the inflammatory condi- 
tion. He thought it right to seek the advice of Principal 
Williams, who arrived, however, too late to see the cow 
in life. His opinion was, from an examination of the 
carcase, that the disease, which had proved fatal, had 
only existed for two or three days, and that if there had 
been an old standing disease he would there and then 
have discovered it. He did discover distinct signs of a 
quite recent wound in the teat, which might have led to 
blood poisoning. I have thus gone over the main points 
in what might be called skilled as apart from the 
scientific evidence. It is obvious that even here there is 
a conflict of opinion. The microscopic evidence is all in 
favour of defender, but the microscope was only used by 
his witnesses. I regret this fact, as it would have been 
more satisfactory if the pursuer had been able to submit 
the result of tests taken upon his behalt. Assuming 
however, that an array of microscopic experts had ap- 
peared for him there would still have been a conflict of 
evidence, with the burden of proof upon the pursuer. 
The result of the scientific investigations as it stands is 
distinctly against the theory that there existed in this 
udder evidence cf induration or of a fibrous condition, 
such as would indicate a disease of considerable dura- 
tion. I do not think much importance should be atta- 
ched to the previous history of this cow. The theory of 
the pursuer seems to be that she had, when in_ the pos- 
session of the defender, after a previous caiving, been 
put to grass while imperfectly “ yeld ” or dry, and had 
contracted a “ weed,” which escaped observation at the 
time. But the evidence all points to the cow having ap- 
peared to be, while with the defender and on and imme- 
diately after the date of sale, a perfectly healthy animal, 
which had been properly attended to. On the other 
hand, although she seems to have arrived in good condi- 
tion at Mr. Archibald’s farm there is no doubt that she 
had been quite recently exposed to a gcod deal of fatigue 
upon the roads and toa railway journey in a truck while 
on the eve of parturition, and, therefore, in a condition 
in which a chill might more easily take effect. Mr. 
M’Callum admits that the treatment this cow received be- 
fore and after the sale would predispose her to contract 
a “ weed.” But the question in this case is whether the 
pursuer has proved a breach of warranty, and looking to 
the conflict of evidence as to the real nature and dura- 
tion of the disease which unquestionably affected the 
milk vessels of this cow, I must answer this question in 
the negative. It isa case for the higher scale of costs, 
and reasonable allowance to the witnesses named in the 


interlocutor. 
(Intd.) W. G.S. M. 


Agents—For Pursuer—Messrs. Davidson and Shirley, 
writers, Lanark. For Defender—Mr. W. b. Thomson, 
writers, Wishaw.— Hamilton Herald. 


PRELIMINARY GENERAL EDUCATION. 


We are quite aware that there are, and will be for years 
to come, essential differences between the veterinary and 
human medical practitioners and students as regards 
their preliminary and professional education, but the 
broad underlying arguments which are applicable to im- 
provements in the older profession must always possess 
points of interest to the more thoughtful men in our 
own. 

The following extracts are from a report of a Commit- 
tee appointed to consider the question of preliminary 
education of medical students in the United Kingdom, 
which was adopted by the Council of the British Medi- 
cal Association at its last meeting :— 

“The Committee has come to the following con- 
clusions : 

1. That it is essential, in the interests both of the 
public and of the profession, that there should be an ade- 
quate guarantee that every registered medical practi- 
tioner has received a liberal education such as would en- 
title him to be regarded as a member of a learned pro- 
fession. 

2. That at present, with the existing requirements of 
the General Medical Council and with the variations in 
the scope and standard of the various Preliminary Ex- 
aminations for Medical Students, there is no such ade- 
quate guarantee. 


5. . . . . The Committee make the following re- 

commendations : 

(a) That it is undesirable that any one should be re- 
gistered as a medical student until he or she has 
attained the age of seventeen. 

(}) That the standard of the Examination in prelimi- 
nary general education required by the General 
Medical Council should be suitable for candidates 
of seventeen years of age, and not lower than that 
required at present for the Oxford or Cambridge 
Senior Local Examinations. 

(c) That the Examination should include a Pass and an 
Honours Division as in the University Local 
Examinations, the subjects for the Pass to com- 
prise at least Latin, Mathematics (comprising 
Arithmetic, Algebra, and Geometry); English 
Grammar, Literature, and Essay writing ; History, 
Geography, and either French or German ; the 
Honvurs Division to include Greek and Physical 
Science as compulsory subjects. 

(d) That the present system of multiple Examining 

.~ Boards is most undesirable, and that it is essen- 
tial in order to secure uniformity of standard that 
the Medical Acts should be amended so that the 
General Medical Council should be empowered to 
appoint a single Examining Board, which should 
hold its examinations, as often as necessary, at 
multiple centres simultaneously. 


Commenting on this Report The British Medical 
Journal says :— 


“Tt cannot be contended that the profession as a whole 
occupies the position or exercises the weight and influ- 
ence in the country absolutely, or as compared with the 
other learned professions which it ought to do. Many 
thoughtful men have long been of opinion that one chief 
reason is that the standard of general education requir 
from those desirous of entering the profession is too low, 
and that any progress towards a better state of things 
must begin with a considerable raising of that standard. 
While saying this, we are quite aware that a large per 
| centa e of intending medical students voluntarily pas* 
! one of the examinations of the higher or “ senior ” stand 
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ard, and that during the last twenty years the proportio 
entered on the Students’ Register 
cates has risen from 20 per cent. to 50 per cent. of the 
total number. The important question, however, re- 
mains whether the time has not come for an effort to be 
made to hasten this spontaneous movement upwards. 
Indeed this very movement itself is evidence that it 
is not only desirable but possible to take such action. 

In the year 1898, out of those (being one half of the 
total) who took one or other of the “junior” standard 
examinations recognised by the General Medical Council, 
no less than 80 per cent. chose the very lowest of these 
examinations. In the same year (1898) the Education 
Committee of the General Medical Council addressed a 
letter to forty-four “ bodies and persons connected with 
general and medical education in the United Kingdom,” 
the principal object of which was to ascertain the views 
of the educational autherities on the practicability 
of raising the standard of preliminary education to 
the level of the Senior Local Examinations of the Uni- 
versities. 

The replies received to this letter were such as to en- 
courage the General Medical Council to continue its 
efforts to raise the standard to the level which it had in 
view. They brought out clearly that there was an over- 
whelming preponderance of opinion among educational 
authorities to the effect that (1) the minimum standard 
was too low, and that (2) the lowest age at which stu- 
dents could usefully begin their medical studies was 17 
years ; it appeared further that (3) the multiplicity and 
complexity of the various standards rendered any action 
very difficult.” 

“The question of the minimum age for registration 
governs the whole scheme, and is therefore put first in 
the Report. Apart from the matter of preliminary edu- 
cation there is, we think, a pretty general consensus of 
opinion that there is nothing to be gained, and a good deal 
to be lost, by the average student beginning his medical 
studies proper under the age of 17. The Principal of 
Cheltenham College, in his reply to the letter of the 
Education Committee of the General Medical Council, 
said, “the real effect would be that boys, who now 
qualify for registration at 16 or thereabouts, would re- 
main at school for another year and pass the Higher 
Standard. They would then be kept in touch with 
schoo] discipline just at the time of their lives when 
it is most formative, as initiating them in the bearing of 
responsibility for goud order and government and the 
effect would, in my judge nent, be that they would be more 
developed and steadier in character, when they entered 
upon hospital work.” The joint Board of Examiners of 
the Scottish Universities in their reply made the follow- 
ing remarks: “ As things are now the general education 
of the medical student ends at a point very considerably 
lower than that at which the Arts student is held quali- 
fied to begin his University course ; and that cannot be 
considered satisfactory or sufficient for future medical 
practitioners Any sharp boy of 15 years can gain 


the Lower Certificate of the Educational Department, | 


and the professors of the scientific subjects taken at the 
early part of the course complain that they have in their 


classes too many quite young lads with ill-trained un: | 


filled minds, unable to take in scientific ideas and to re- 
spond to the teaching they receive 


cipients of medical education. The Board suggests to the 


Many of the | 


medical students are mere boys, and boys are not fit re- \ 
| pay on account of ill health. 


To compete for the best-edacated students would cer- 
tainly be a more laudable ambition than, owing to the 
various recognised examinations differing so much in 
standard, practically to compete for the worst 
educated. 

The fourth recommendation made by the Committee is 
that the preliminary examination should be of a uniform 
standard, and conducted by a single Examining Board. 
The Committee considered that if this change were not 
introduced, the task of raising the standard to the desired 
level would be attended by great and possibly insupera- 
ble difficulties. The arguments in favour of such a plan 
were admirably stated and analysed by Dr. Gordon in a 
paper read at a meeting of the South-Western Branch of 
the British Medical Association. (/3.././. Nov. 2, 1901, 


Regulation of the Sale of Virus and Anti. Toxin 
in U.S.A. 


A Bill to regulate the sale of viruses, toxins, serums, 
and analogous products in the District of Columbia, and 
tu regulate inter-State traflic in these products, has been 
introduced into the United States Senate. It penalizes 
by fines or incarceration, or both, at the Court’s disere- 
tion, the taking from one State to another, or the sale 
or exchange, of any virus, therapeutic serum, toxin, anti 
toxin, or analogous article for therapeutic use in the 
diseases of human beings, unless the same is produced at 
an establishment operating under a licence from the 
Treasury Department. Every package of such organic 
preparation which may be legaily taken from one State 
or territory to another for sale or use shall bear the name, 
address, and licence number of its maker, and the date 
at which it may be expected to lose its therapeutic 
value. Establishments working under licence from the 
Treasury Department are to be at all reasonable times 
open to inspection by its anthurised representatives or 
agents. The action of the Secretary in granting or re- 
voking licences for the domestic production of such pre: 
parations is to be taken on the recommendation of the 
supervising Surgeon-General of the Marine Hospital 
Service, and none of foreign production are to be received 
into the United States unless the foreign producers per- 
mit the same inspection of their establishments as is 
provided in the case of licensed manufacturers in the 
states.—F. 


Dr. T. A. Geppes, the chief veterinary surgeon from 
the Washington Bureau of Animal Industry, is now 
busily engaged testing for tuberculosis about 65 pedigree 
Hereford cattle for exportation to the United States of 
America, 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette 
War Orrice, Pate May, June 10. 


Vet -Lieut.-Col. J. Reilly is placed on retired pay. — 
Vet.-Lieut.-Col. G. J. R. Rayment, F.RLC.V.S., retires 


on retired pay. 


Vet.-Major J. A. Woods is placed on temporary half. 
Vet.-Major J. A. Woods, 


Council that they should allow no student to go on the | half pay, retires on retired pay. 


Medveal [St udents’| Register till he is passed 17 years of | 
sal that in the Preliminary Examine 


age.” “The pro 

tion there should be an Honours as_ well 
ivision may, if carried out prove a usefal lev 

pasaaliy raising the standard still higher. 


as a Pass 


ys would no doubt go in for honours in this ee | 
tion, and the medical schools might be expected to estab: | 


lish prizes or exhibitions in order to attract such students. 


er towards | 
The clever | WARREN 


OBITUARY. 
Linptiy, M.R.C.V.S., 
late of 99 Abbey Road, St. John’s Wood, N.W, 
Graduated, Lond: May, 1594, 
Mr. Lindley died at Leicester, on the 10th inst., aged 11), 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE HONOUR OF THE PROFESSION. 


Sir, 

May [ask a little space in The Veterinary Record on 
the above subject? Some time last year I saw extracts 
from lay papers ridiculing the veterinary profession 
(upon horse transports and in South Africa) but have 
never seen any refutation or explanation in The Record 
which published them. Very likely this has occurred 
while I have been at sea, and for many months missed 
the pleasure of seeing your journal. If so, you will 
please consign this paper to the W. P. B. 

First, as to the men themselves. The veterinary sur- 
geons in charge of transports sailing from home or from 
the Mediteranean are M.R.C.V.S. and invariably spoken 
of with respect, and even in terms of admiration by the 
numerous remount officers I have met in South Africa 
and elsewhere. Not one has proved incompetent, or 
disgraced the profession by insobriety or bad conduct, 
so far as I can ascertain. I have taken Veterinary care 
of horses from Canada as well as the Mediteranean, and 
have everywhere met with such courtesy and respect as 
could only have been inspired by the conduct of the men 
who had preceded me: but when we come to consider 
those sent out from New Orleans it is quite another 
matter. In speaking of these I would wish to avoid any 
reflection on their nationality ; but it is almost impossi- 
ble. It is in fact a national or political question at the 
root of it. Veterinary surgeons, so-called, are engaged 
from the above port whose qualification consists in 
attendance on a six months’ course of lectures, and some 
with a Panama “ticket” which can be obtained in two 
months. What can be expected of such men? Many 
of th2m have run through this ccurse on purpose to get 
employed by the British Government on Transport duty. 
Some have been confined to their cabins suffering from 

T.; one was kept there under arrest, and almost all 
have proved utterly incompetent ; while all the instru- 
ments of value have been missing on arrival. Others 
have fought with the cattlemen or foremen muleteers, and 
one was murdered on the return voyage. He was a 
magnificent fellow from a Westera State and saw no in- 
dignity in fighting with a “ stiff,” or nigger who cared to 
stand up tohim. If British officers fm our profession 
by such men they do us a great injustice, but personally 
I find they do nothing of the kind. They treat our men 
as gentlemen, and are not mistaken in doing soz they 
tolerate the others as best they may when compelled 
to ship with them and suffer their company for 
about 35 days on end. I am at a loss to understand 
the complaints of hauteur against the A.V.D. or the 
Remount officers, as I have found them invariably 


such good fellows both afloat and ashore that I have. 


parted with them with the utmost regret when 
returning to England. 

One of the letters I read in your journal spoke of a 
V.S. breaking all the thermometers by putting them in 
horses mouths and the writer suggested that the practi- 
tioner had only been accustomed to cats. I don’t know 
of anyone taking the cat’s temperature at that end of 
the digestive canal, but I do know that on ships the other 
end is frequently inaccessible, because the horse’s rump 
is resting against the side of the ship. and on either side 
of him are other horses unwilling that a man should 
climb along their backs. I am indebted to a remount 
officer for showing me how to use a thermometer in the 
mouth by carrying it between two fingers and laying them 
along the cheek. In this way one may take many ob- 
servations of temperature without breaking the instru- 
ment, but the whole business of treating horses at sea is 


difficult and dangerous, and one has to get an orderly to 
take temperatures when there are a number of cases in 
different parts of the ship. The breaking of half-a- 
dozen thermometers on a voyage is nothing to marvel at, 
but one could wish to be supplied with instruments that 
do not require two or three minutes to give the neces- 
sary indication. A private one of my own—a fifteen 
second one—has survived a great many government 
thermometers. | 

As regards the complaints of incompetence on the part 
of civil practioners in South Africa, I should like to say 
that men have been paid for acting as veterinary sur- 
geons who were almost wholly without knowledge. One 
of these had a commission in a Yeomanry corps, and 
there being no V.S. was allowed V.S. pay in addition to 
his own (as Lieutenant). He has since assisted me, and 
I have found him unable to distinguish between pot. nit. 
and spt zther nit., and giving a colic drink to an in- 
foal mare because he “ thought she looked blown ” (there 
was absolutely nothing the matter with her). In another 
case I was asked to see a horse with lock-jaw—it was 
indeed Jock-jaw, and not tetanus—the horse was starving 
because his face strap was too tight te permit the mouth 
being opened more than half-an-inch. 

If I had not already trespassed too much on your 
space I could multiply examples of the the kind.-- 


Yours, ete. 
OBADIAH. 


Horse Marine Barracks, 
Oceana. 


CHEAP ADVERTISEMENT OR WHAT? 
Sir, 
The enclosed is a cutting out of Zhe Denbighshii 
Free Press for January 18th, 1902, under the heading o 
Caerwys : 
“SureicaAL Opreration.— A very clever operatior 
was performed, a few days ago, by Mr. W. Hughes 
veterinary surgeon, upon a horse which had a tumour it 
the head. The poor animal’s face was opened from be 
low the eye down to the nostril, the bone was remove( 
and a tumour over six inches long by two inches wid 
was cut off. The operation was most skilfully conducted 
and notwithstanding the animal’s suffering, and _ th: 
effects of the surgical shock it experienced, it is nov 
recovering most favourably. Mr. Hughes has invariabl 
succeeded in experimenting on very difficult cases, thi} 
instance adding one more to his brilliant achievements. 


How did the press representative know the nature 0} 
the operation, the size of the tumour, and that the opera }. 
tion was most skilfully conducted? Was he invited t 
be present so as to report the case in the lay press, «J, 
did the operator tell him of his bred/iant achievement) | 

By the way, it strikes one no anesthetic of any kin§; 
was used when we read of the animal’s suffering, and (9 | 
the surgical shock vt experienced. The last sentence ( 

t 
¢ 


this contribution is undoubtedly a bold attempt 

advertise. 
We are told this is not the first report in the publ 
ress of an operation skilfully performed in this villag: 

or once the simple operation of “ Plantar Neurectomy }j, 

gave rise to a similar passage in a newspaper. Whi¥, 

next? qh 


Communications, Books, AND PaPERS RECEIVED.— Lt. C 

J. Nunn, Capt. G. H. Badcock, Messrs. J. 8. Llos 

J. Fraser, J. McKenny, T. A. Ford, Arnold & Sons, F. E. 

Bacteriological Technique and Special Bacteriology, ' 

Bowhill; Oliver and Boyd. Annual Report City of Edi 
burgh, A Maxwell Williamson. 
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